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¥ Lagos, Higerla
z May 22, 1942
L-150
p1/2
Once again I am having to steal some of the government's
time to get this written. Ve get such conflieting reports hiere
about when the planes are going to leave that it is hard to get things
ready at the right time. T don't like to write the letters and then
have them hang around the office for several days waiting for an
outgoing plane, although this has happened several times. This time,
we wers told to have the mail ready to lesve Sunday or Monday, but now
it looks &s if it would havé .0 go to FPAA thies sfternoon instead,

Darlirg, § P

Your letter of May 10th arrived vesterdey - the one that
tells. about your lovely new house. It must be a wonderful place,
and will be even better when you have adapted it to your tastes,
There certainly is a lot you could do to this louse, given the op-
portunity and & 1little amterial which preobably isn’t here, Among
the funny shortages pecular to this place is the almost total lack of
lamp shedes. The one we have in our living room'is g ghastly old
_wreek of the 20's, dirty and fly-speocked, We heve looked around to
try to find somsthing better; but apert from & few frights whilch were
locally msde for one of the electric shops, there is nothing, so we
decided to struggle alomg Tor a time with the old eone, in the hope
that something better in the way of idees would orffer. I have the
feeling that you would be able to find something in a Jiffy, but Mac
end I don't heve much time vo spend on housekxeeping. T hope I will get
to see vour house; it sounds so ettractive, although I must adnlt '
thet you are.the real attrection., I would cole to you if you were
1iving in a mud hut.

This has been a happy week as fsr a8 you and T are concerned.
Por some reason I have felt very close to yrou ever since your letter
of April %rd came last Sunday. Perheps 1t was the two photographs
whick arrived about that time. I don't know. May be it weg the way your
letter was worded. Anyws¥, T had less of that feeling vou mentioned
having that von have seen me at a public repoeption years ago. There
wag more intimacy of feeling; it wag more as if you were really mine
and we wers just separated for s short time. The pictures slways re-
‘miad me of you {(az if T needed reminding) end mske you seem more like a-
real nerson and not someone I met 1n a dream that faded with the day-
i1ight. It has been a good, chummy feel ing, and I heve enjoyed it
and tried to keep it golng. Your letter Just received served to
strenghhen it. I bhave been loving you very much indeed and missing
you as always. You usked in your letter whether I would marry you,
I hadn't thought of 1t befere, but, since you mention it, 1t might be a
good idea. I agree. You seem to forget, darling, that I married you
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on a bleak Monday night last October {was it only last Getober ?).
1 have felt slince that moment that you were mine by every rite that
I hold sscred. The church ceremony, when 1% comes, cannet be half so
impressive as the moment when we stood there, alone, with our tecth
chattering, and faced the fact that the past, as we had lived it, was
irrevocably gone, There in thet mowment I reslized for the £ irst time
that the future wss for us together, William Krieg, Foreign Service
Offioer unattached, hed disasprpeared. MNrs, Jamee Jounes Jr., was gons.
There were only us, alone with God, who witnessed all and who knows .
thet our hearts were Innocent. To ve united in the eyes of the world
is nothing to be compared to that, .

It was gnod 1o hear of your recollection of our last taxi
ride in Lishon. Your impressions were 1n general much dirferent from
mine, Adbout the taxi I don't remember much, except telling him to zo
glower, to sive ope more precious mlnute together. I can only recall
meking & terrific effort to held on to myself, to keep up a semblance
of eivilization, I know I squeezed your hand very hard., I was healf
afraid to look Bt you, And then on the boat, waiting for you to come
back to the cdbin, trying te talk to Parry in a normal fashion. With
e, Yoo, the lest farewell i1s rather blurred, I think nature was
kind to us, in that we were both so dazed with the rapid changes that
had taken place that we were unable to realize ex2oetly what the sppsration
was poing to mean to us, nor did we stop to consider how long 1t might
ke, It was just as well that we didn't, for that would have made a
sufflciently painful moment absolutely unbearable. For instance, it
would have been impossible Tor me, if I had reslized how long we would
have to wait, to have gone quietly away as per esgreement before the ship
sailed, That would have been swkward and there mlght have been a scenes,
I know that I was absolutely dazed when I left the ship. I told you
in oy firest letter how I got into & taxl and couldn't think of any place
to tell him to go. I muat have felt intuitively that the only place for
me was with you, and that to go the other way was wrong. How enpty
Lisbon was without you!  Just the hollow shell of the old life, and
yet somehow it went along. Memla alene In the Case de Sante Antenio
were & painful bore, but all the other places I went were crowded with
memorlies too: Ninae's, the Leao §'Quro, the Consulate., I was glad when
the time ocame to go, and I could siart cut into & new world, cerrying
with me hepe for the future, which 1s you, and leaving behind the rest.

4

Since my last letter, I heve heard nothing mkmwk from Janie,
and sc I still don't know vhat to do sgbout the ring. I guess the best
thing is to do whatever you see fit. If you don't mind wuiting a little,
we can see if any of the femily rings can be got into shape. If you
want to, go shead s get one. You heve provably guesczed by this time
that anybhlng you do js just right with me. I'm afrsid Janlie has been
is much wrapred up with her aprroaching wedding thal she hesn't had
much time to think about anythlng else, including writing to . me or
geeing about the ring. I have finally received & letter from Dad in
whiech he gaye that Jaenie wlll be coming home for ihs wedding falrly soon,
and I suppose it would be best for me to write to her there. I'm
arraid my wedding present will have to be in the form of a check, since
there 1s 1itile or nothing here that I could get for her, end, even
if I could, there is no good way of sending it back to the U.8. As an
example of this, I might mention that my glasses, which were sent early in
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February by alyr expross, apd-virisk have never arrived., They azre pro-
bably in a big pile u;th other things, waiting for space on & plane
which will never be availuble., I have asked-Dad to try to have them
traced and brought back, and then I will heve them sent slther
turough the Departwent or I will bother you with still another
package to be hended to some relleble person. By, the way, thanks
very Much for the troutle you heve utbﬁ to to be+ the bething trunks,
fountaln pen and fhonogruyh needles, I hope that you will not have
any trouble in finding some ons to bring them. I'm sure Cap't.
Bledsoe would be glad to 301;05, or Reaneit or Mickle. The latter
peemed like an awfully nice chep - he is the cne T told you is golng
to be married soom in Florida. He said he would be glad to help

us out at sny time., Of course, ' the packet I want most of all is you;
if he could bring you along, ald the other things could go to blazes,
Oh well, as I said before, let's not cry untll we're hurt. TYour.
passport hesn't been refused yet, and if we can get that, IxowdIxxkex
youy will be in as good a position as there is to tuke a last minute
pisce on & plane, if there are any, From the reports we near, the
service is bveing expanded tremendously. With the development of
Fisherman's Lake as Lhe principal terminus for the Clippers, they hope to
operste over ome service to Hatal each way & day, and ny frieads
think there will &lso be adequate service between Milami and Brazill.
80 it nmight be posaible for you to get over after all. I won't let mvselfl
hope, though. It is too mueh te ask for. I would be happier than
people have any right to be in {this world. Then, If necessary, we
conld stay here for the duration, il our health rermitted, and T
would not have to insist on home leave uext year., But I certainly
will if you cun't come over. In case you heven't heard 11 ften
ehough before, L love you 8o terrifically that I will work and wailtb
for you Jjust a8 long as is necessary to bling ue +~'utLer. I will
leave no possibility unexplored, you may bs sure of that,

Darling, I have bheen interrupted g0 many times that I hardly

know where I am and what I have ssid, I'm sure T said, "I ovu you®,

but I'11l repeat it now for good umeepure. I have been st uggling all
afternoon with varicus messes arising OJt of the handliing of mail by

our compaay. The New Yorn office fell all over my pal Ray Colcord,

ecause five sacks of diplomatic mail a“rlveﬂ thelr without manifests.

I have heen dictating a letter to try to cover the situation., And so

it goes. There really ian't much for me to do now since Helveeney cenej
I can no longer compliain aboubt being overworked when I have time %o
write e three pagej letéer during offlce hours, even though it hes’
taken me from early this morning till 4:30 p.m. The mall won't leave'
tomorrow anyway, so I will suspend operations for a while until I

ean collect my thoughls wiunouu having pecple yapping at me all the time,

It*s 0.K. now. It's 6:20, and everyone has gone home, sxcent

poor Mac, who is still deciphering & long telegrem. You can be thank-
ful that he is here; otherwise, this letter would never have go®ien
written, today, at any rate. I am glad to hear that your boss, who scems
to be a fine man, is trying to reduce your hours and increase your pay.
I hope he succeeds in doing both, as I don't like to think of your
working yourself tc death in the first plasce, but 1f you sre, you
ought to be well paid for it. Or something like that. Will he be able to
help to arrangesyour trip over here when the time comes ? You see, I
have a single track mind. All I can think ¢f is you, and when we will
__become one physically as well as spiritually. I love you.
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